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IBA appoints Yerolimpos as new
permanent secretary general

By Patrick Burke at the Multi Grand Hotel in Yerevan
Friday, 23 September 2022

O IBA diopilel Tov ['epOAUuTTO
VEO UOVIUO YEVIKO YPAMUATED

Tov Patrick Burke 670 &gvodoyeio Multi Grand oto Epefav
Hapaoxevn, 23 Xenteufpiov 2022

appointed George Yerolimpos as its new
secretary general here, succeeding Istvan Kovacs
on a permanent basis.

Greek official Yerolimpos had held the "ad interim"
role title after Kovacs left as part of an IBA restructure
in July, and was appointed to the secretary general
role on 87 per cent of the vote by the governing
body's Board of Directors.

Yerolimpos was one of 50 candidates who applied for
the role, with this whittled down to a shortlist of four.

Two candidates were chosen by the IBA Selection
Committee to be put before a vote from the Board of
Directors, who appointed Yerolimpos instead of
Ukrainian Volodymyr Kupchak.

Yerolimpos vowed to help drive changes at IBA in key
areas including integrity and transparency.

"l would like to thank you for your trust,” he said.

"It is an honour for me to be appointed as secretary
general for the International Boxing Association.

"I will dedicate all my time to the rebranding of IBA at
all levels, especially in integrity and transparency.

"IBA is my new home."

The newly appointed official has previously served as
general secretary of the World and European Karate
Federation for 16 years.

He was a director on the Athens 2004 Olympics and
Paralympics Organising Committee, and remained a
Hellenic Olympic Committee member until last year.

The qualified economist is also a former executive
director of SportAccord.

MNwpyo MNepOAUPTTO WG VEO YEVIKO YPAMHATEN
£dw, d1adexoéuevog Tov Istvan Kovacs og
HOvIun Bdon.

O "EAANvag aglwpatouxog MepdAuUTTOG gixe Tov
TiTAO «ad interim» PeTé TNV ATTOXWPENON TOU
KoéBatg wg pépog piag avadiapbpwaong 1ng IBA Tov
loUAIO Kai Bl0pioTNKE OTN B€0N TOU YEVIKOU
ypauuatéa pe To 87 TOIG £KATO TWV WHPWY aTTo TO
AI0IKNTIKO ZUphBoUAIO Tou BIOIKNTIKOU opydvou.

O lepdAupTTog RTAV £vag atod Toug 50 uttTown@ioug
TToU UTTERaAav aitnan yia 1o pOAo, YE autdv va
MEIWBNKE o€ pia AioTa Ye TEOTEPIG.

AUo utrown@iol emAExBNkav atrd Tnv EmTpoTm)
EmAoyAg Tng IBA yia va TeBouv o€ wyngogopia
atrd 10 AloiknTikG ZUuBoUAio, To oTToio dIdPITE TOV
epdAupTtro avrti Tou Oukpavou Volodymyr
Kupchak.

O Yerolimpos deopeuTnKe va BonbRoel oTnv
mpowdnon aAAaywyv otnv IBA o€ Baocikoug
TOUEIG, OTTWG N AKEPAIOTNTA KaI N Sla@daveia.

«@a RBgAa va oag EUXAPICTACW YIA TRV
EUTTIOTOOUVN COGY, EITTE.

«Eival TignA yia epéva Tou d10picTNKA YEVIKOG
ypapparéag Tng AigBvoug ‘Evwong Muypayiag.
«Oa agiepwow 6Ao pou Tov Xpovo oTto rebranding
NG IBA o€ 6Aa Ta eTritreda, 181aiTEPA OTNV
AKEPAIOTNTA KOI TN S10QAVEIA.»

AieTéAeoe dieuBuvtnG oTnv OpyavwTikr ETTpoTT
OAupmmakwv kai MNapaoAupTriokwyv Aywvwy ABrvag
2004 kai Trapéueive yEAoG TG EAANVIKAG OAUNTTIOKAG
EmTpotig péXp!l TTEPUOI.

O diImmAwpaToUx0g 0IKOVOUOASGYOG €ival TTioNg TTPWNV
eKTEAEDTIKOG O1EUBUVTAG TNG SportAccord.
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George Yerolimpos' appointment as IBA secretary
general comes at a time when boxing's status as an
Olympic sport is uncertain

Atlanta 1996 Olympic gold medallist Kovacs of
Hungary left his role as secretary general with
immediate effect in July.

His departure was rebuked by the International
Olympic Committee, who had insisted that IBA should
"avoid a strong Presidential office outside the
administrative office in Lausanne", according to its
sports director Kit McConnell.

In his role as secretary general, Yerolimpos is set to
work with IBA President Umar Kremlev of Russia,
who is chairing the Strategy Committee, on the
organisation's four-year strategic plan.

South African Rasha Al-Khamis, Kupchak,
Switzerland's Patrick Bosshard, American Barry Siff,
Cameroon's Carole Ompong and Ana Strazar of
Slovenia were all appointed as members of the
Strategy Committee by the Board.

Further candidates from Oceania are set to be voted
on later once the vetting process has been
completed.

The Board provided unanimous approval to the Rules
of the Boxing Independent Integrity Unit (BIIU), and
added a tribunal for ethics and disciplinary cases and
dispute resolution chamber to resolve matters
between "boxing stakeholders” to the BIIU's
Compliance Unit.

The calendar for IBA's competitions up to 2024,
including World Boxing Tour hosts, was also
presented to the Board.

Maribor in Slovenia has been announced as the first
host of an event on the Tour with a silver belt series
tournament from October 19 to 29 this year.

The Board's meeting came prior to Sunday's
(September 25) Extraordinary Congress, where
Kremlev could be challenged for the IBA leadership
by Dutch official Boris van der Vorst if it votes to re-
stage the election.

Van der Vorst successfully appealed to the Court of
Arbitration for Sport after the BIIU deemed him
ineligible to stand at the Extraordinary Congress in
Istanbul in May, where Kremlev was re-elected by
acclamation.

IBA has been stripped of its rights to organise the
boxing tournament at the Paris 2024 Olympics, and
been left off the initial programme for Los Angeles
2028 amid continued governance concerns.

O diopioudc Tou MNwpyou MepOAuuTTOU WS YEVIKOS
ypeauuaréac e IBA épxerai o€ pia mepiodo mou n Béan
Tn¢ ruypayias w¢ OAuutiakoU abAnuarog sivar aBéBain

O xpuadg OAupTriovikng Tou 1996 otnv ATAdvTa,
KoBatg ammd tnv Ouyyapia, denoe tn B€on Tou wg
YEVIKOG YpauuaTéag ue aueon 1oxU Tov louAio.

H atroxwpnon Tou atrodoKIuaoTnKe atréd Tn Algvr)
OAupmmakn EmiTpotrn, n otroia €ixe emiyeivel 61 n IBA
Ba £TTpETTE «va aTTOPUYEI £vVa I0XUPO TTPOEOPIKO YpaPEio
£€w a1rd 10 BIOIKNTIKO ypa@eio atn Awlavn», UPGWVa
ME Tov aBANTIKG diguBuvTr TNG KiT MakKAveA.

210 pOAo TOU YEVIKOU ypappaTéa, o FepSAupTTOg
TIPOKEITAI VA OCUVEPYOOTEI ue TOV TTpOedpo Tng IBA
Umar Kremlev amré 1n Pwoia, o omroiog mpoedpelel
NG EmMITPpOTrAg ZTPATNYIKAG, YIO TO TETPAETEG
OTPATNYIKO OX£S10 TOU OPYaVIOHNOU.

H Notioagpikavry Rasha Al-Khamis, o Kupchak, o
EABetdg Patrick Bosshard, o Apepikavdg Barry Siff, n
Carole Ompong atré 1o Kapepouv kail n Ana Strazar
atd Tn ZAoBevia diopioTnkav 6Aol wg PEAN TNG
EmTpoT1¢ ZTpatnyIkiAg atrd 1o AloiknTiké ZupdBoUAlo.

AAAoil uTtown@iol atrd TNV Qkeavia TTPOKEITAI va
WneIoTOUV apyoTepa POAIG oAokAnpwOei n diadikaacia
eAEyxou.

To AloiknTIKG ZUPPBOUAIO EVEKPIVE ONOPWVA TOUG
Kavéveg Tng Ave€dptntng Movadag AkepaidTnTag TNG
Muypayiag (BIIU) ka1 TTpdoBeae éva dIKaaTrpIo yia
Oe0VTOAOYIKEG UTTOBEDEIG KOl TTEIBAPYIKEG UTTOBECEIG Kal
EMPEANTAPIO TTIAUCNG BIOPOPWV YIa TNV ETTIAUGNH
OePATWY PETAEU «EVOIQPEPOPEVWV UEPWV TNG
TUypayiag» otn Movada Zupudpewaong tng BlIU.

To nuePoASGYIo yia Toug aywveg TNG IBA £wg 10 2024,
oupTtTEpIAapBavouévwy Twy oikodeoTrotwy Tou World
Boxing Tour, TTapoucidoTnke eTriong oto AloiknTikd
2UMBoUAIO.

To Maribor oTn ZAoBevia €xel avakoIvwBei wg o TTPWTOG
0IKO®eaTTOTNG HIag diopydvwong oTo Tour e éva
Toupvoud oeipdg aonuéviag {wvng atrd TG 19 £wg TIg 29
OkTwpRpiou @ETOC.

H ouvedpiaan Tou dioiknTIkoU cupBouAiou €yive TTpIv
atrd 10 ‘EkTakTo Zuvédpio Tng Kuplaknig (25
>emrrepPpiou), 6mmou o Kremlev Ba pytropouoe va
apeioBnTnBei yia Tnv nyeoia Tng IBA atré Tov OAAavdo
a&lwpaTouxo Boris van der Vorst, edv yneioel yia Tnv €K
VEOU BIEEaywyr) TwV EKAOYWV.

O Van der Vorst Tpooé@uye €mTUXWG 0T0 AlaiTnTIKG
ABANTIKO AikaoTApIo agou n BlIIU ékpive 0T dev fTav
emMAEEINOG va AdBel pépog aTo ‘EkTakTo Zuvédpio oTnv
KwvaoTavTtivouTtroAn Tov Maio, étrou o Kremlev
emmavegeAEyn pe Bon.

H IBA €xel e€aipeBei atmd 10 SIKAIWPATA ThG Va
dI0pyavwoEl TO TOUPVOUA TTUYHaXiag aToug
OAupTiakoug Aywveg Tou MNapiolou 2024 kai Eueive
€KTOG TOU apyIKOU TTPOYPAUMATOG Yia To Aog AvTleAeg
2028 ev YEow ouVEXICOPEVWV AVNOUXIWY OXETIKG UE TN
dlakuBépvnaon.




