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The Olympic Dream of the WKF
is Over! And rightfully so!

} i
The Olympic dream for Karate is
over. And the decision by the french
Olympic Committee was right. A
commentary by Thomas Prediger

The Olympic Dream of the WKF
Is Over.

It did not last long — the Olympic dream of
Karate. Last Friday, the organizers of the
Olympics 2024 in Paris proposed to the IOC to
remove Karate from the shortlist. The
Shotokan Times reported about the

decision. Instead, Breakdancing and
Skateboarding should be included. This is
especially sad for all Karateka who sacrificed
so much to make their dream come true.
Karate at the Olympics will only be a brief
intermezzo.

For some it appears as if the participation of
Karate at the 2020 Games in Tokyo would
have been an acknowledgment to the host
country Japan. But it is striking that in France,
the country with the largest national World
Karate Federation (WKF) section, Karate was
excluded. The reason for the rejection of
Karate might lay deeper and within the WKF
itself.

WKF does not Represent the
Global Karate Community

The WKF was recognized by the International
Olympic Committee (I0C) in 1999. Since then,
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To OAupTtriaké Ovelpo TnG
WKF teAgiwoe! Kal dikaiwg!

To OAupTriaké dveipo yia To Kapdre
TeAgiwoe. Kai n atré@aon tng yaAAIKig
OAupTiakig EmITpoTAg ATAV CWOTHA.
‘Eva ox6Alo amé Tov Thomas Prediger

To OAuptiakd Oveipo Tng WKF

TEAEIWOE.
Aev KpATnoe TTOAU - To OAUUTTIOKO OVEIPO TOU
Kapdarte. Tnv repacpévn MNapaokeur, ol
dlopyavwTég Twv OAuptmiakwy Aywvwy 2024
oTo Mapiol rpoTeivav otn AOE va agaipéoel
10 Kapdrte atd m Aiota. O1 Shotokan Times
AvEPEPQV OXETIKA PE TNV aTTOPach. Avt auTou,
Ba TTPETTEl va CUMTTEPIANPOOUYV TO
Breakdancing kai To Skateboarding. Auté givai
1I01aiTepa AutTNPO yia 6Aoug Toug Kapartéka
TTOU BuCIAoTNKAV TOCO TTOAU VIO VA KAVOUV TO
OveEIPO TOUG TTPAYMATIKOTNTA. TO KAPATE OTOUG
OAupTtmiakoug Aywveg Ba eival uévo éva
ouvTouo intermezzo.

MNa katmoloug @aiveTtal 4TI N CUUUETOXT TOU
Kapdrte otoug Aywveg Tou 2020 oto Tokio Ba
ATav Jia avayvwplion yia Tn gihoéevouoa
xwpa, TNV lamwvia. AAG gival evTUTTwoI0KO
ot oTn MaAAia, TN xwpa PE TO JEYAAUTEPO
€OVIKO TPAPa TNG MNaykoéouiag OpooTtrovdiag
Kapdre (WKF), To Kapdte atmokAgiotnke. O
AGyog yia Tnv améppiyn Tou KapdTe PTTopei va
BpiokeTal BabuTepa kai yéoa otnv idla TNV
WKEF.

H WKF d&v eKTTpOoOWTTEi TNV
NMaykéopia Koivétnta Kapdre

H WKF avayvwpioTnke atro 1n Aiebvn
OAupmmakr Emrpot (AOE) 1o 1999. ‘EkToTE,
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it is the sole representative of Karate at the
I0C.

Like no other organization the WKF has
claimed to represent the global Karate
community.

However, this is not the case and it might be
that the committee in Paris realized this. Too
many countries and associations did not want
to follow the WKF way of Sports Karate.
Although it was the only way to the Olympics.
Especially, more traditionalist associations had
difficulties with the 8-point system, gloves, and
foot-protection. Not everybody dream t the
Olympic Dream of the WKF. The bureaucracy
(e.g. at tournaments), the imposition of WKF
rules on national competitions and
associations, the stark similarities between
Sports Karate and Taekwondo, and the
gradual commercialization and exaggeration of
competition were the straw that broke the
camel’s back

For many, the WKF has become unattractive.
But it did not do much to open itself to other
opinions, rules, and standards. Maybe it was
hubris after the recognition by the IOC in 2016.
Or it was managerial dilettantism. We do not
know. The rejection, however, has shown
that the WKF does not speak for the global
Karate community. It is just one
association among many. And its future
has become uncertain — since last Friday.

gival 0 govadikdG EKTTPOOWTTOG Tou Kapdre
otn AOE.

Opwg, O1Twg Kapia GAAN opydvwaon dev £KAVE,
n WKF 1oxupioTnke 0TI EKTTPOCWTTEI TNV
TTayKOOMIa KoivoTnTa Tou Kapdre. Qotooo,
auTd dev oupPBaivel Kal Ba TTPETTEN N ETTITPOTIA
oTo lNapiol va 1o avayvwpidel. MNapa TToAAEG
XWPES Kal evwoelg dev ABeAav va
akoAouBrioouv Tov TpoTTo WKF TOU Sports
Karate. Av kal Atav o pévog dpduog yia Toug
OAupTtmakoug Aywveg. EIBIKA, TTepIocdTEPOI
TTapadOCIaKoi CUAAOYO! avTIMETWTTICAV
OUOKOAIEG pe TO cuoTNNA TwV 8 onueiwy, Ta
YAVTIA KQI TO TIPOCTATEUTIKA TTODIWV. Agv
ovelpevovtal 6Aol To OAupTTIakd Ovelpo TNG
WKEF. H ypageiokparia (17.X. o€ Toupvoud), n
emmPRoAn kavovwy Tng WKF o€ €Bvikoug
QYWVEG KAl EVWOEIG, Ol EVTOVEG OUOIOTNTEG
METagU Sports Karate kal Taekwondo kai n
oTadIOKN EMTTOPEUNATOTTOINON Kal UTTEPBOAR
TOU QVTayWVIOPOU ATAV TO KAAAPAKI TTOU
€oTrace TNV TTAATN TNG KAUNAQG.

MNa mToAAoUG, N WKF €xel yivel un EAKUOTIKT.
AMN\G Bev €kave TTOAAG IO va avoigel o€ AAAEG
ATTOYEIG, KAVOVEG Kal TTPOTUTTA. Towg RTav
UBpIC peTd TV avayvwpion ammoé Tn AOE 1o
2016. 'H Atav dI0IKNTIKOG EPACITEXVIOUOG. Agv
Eépoupe. QoTd00, N ATTOPPIYN £5£15E OTI N
WKEF d&v pIAd yia TRV TTAYKOO IO KOIVOTNTA
Tou Kapdadre. Eival pévo pia opydvwon pe
TTOAAG péAN. Kal To péEAAOV TG €XEI Yivel
apéBaio - amrd Tnv wepacuévn NMapaokeun.




